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with a sure instinct what later investigation can but
laboriously confirm. Art, giving life and reality to nature
and history, not only arouses interest in the object it deals
with, but gives us a grasp of the whole; while the labour
of the understanding is too apt to disintegrate the whole into
its separate parts, /-Thus, in all regions of science where
the purpose is the reconstruction of reality in an intellectual
synthesis, and not merely the laborious analysis of per-
ceptions and concepts, scientific activity is at the same time
artistic activity. / And even in the other departments of
science, the man who does not experience a breath of
artistic inspiration, at least in the representation of his
discoveries, remains a mere manual labourer-
It is a noteworthy fact that, despite the undoubted
existence of these reciprocal relations between religion,
art and science, one of the three, religion, should be re-
garded as gradually disappearing from the intellectual life.
It is held that the stage of intellectual interest which finds
its satisfaction exclusively in the religious activities of the
mind is dying out. Art and science, it is thought, are filling
the vacancy thus arising, and will, of course, free themselves
from the manifold relations that now bind them to the
religious life. We need not here investigate the question
as to whether such a result would not deprive art, especially,
of its most valuable productions; whether church nxusic,
for instance, as a mere reminiscence of a feeling now become
foreign to the listener's nature, would have a power at all
comparable to that of the true sensation* Nor shall we
go into the still more uncertain question whether such a
state of universal artistic and scientific culture as is here
assumed would be possible, and whether the "ideal state"
thus contemplated would not mean in effect that we should
add nothing to what the intellectually rich already possessed,
while we took away from the intellectually poor all that